only during the war, but in the years preceding the war, we
pursued a -correct course. We swept the internal enemies out
of our way, all those saboteurs and subversive elements who
in the end turned into a gang of spies and wreckers in the
employ of foreign masters. We also know that the Soviet
people had long dampened all ardour for direct foreign in-
terference in our internal affiairs. In spite of all who tried
to put spokes in our wheel, our people transformed their
country and created a mighty Socialist State. (Applause.)
The foundations of our victory were laid by the creation of
the Red Army, the industrialization of the country, the re-
construction of agriculture on the basis of collective farm-
ing, the intensive work to raise the cultural level of the
people, and the persistent training of engineering and other
skilled personnel. And now we are able to review the glo-
rious results: we 'have smashed a most dangerous enemy,
scored a glorious victory, welded the family of Soviet na-
tions still closer together, and raised the international pres-
tige of the Soviet Union to unprecedented heights, Is any
better test required of the correctness of the policy of the
Bolshevik Party? (Applause.) After this, it is not difficult to
understand why confidence in our Party has grown so im-
mensely, why confidence in Comrade Stalin's leadership is
so unshakable. (Prolonged applause.)
The termination of the war confronted us with new tasks,
and this also lays new obligations upon us.
The time has come to take up the work interrupted by
the war. We shall need some time to raise socialist indu&try
to the level it had reached before the war. But a couple of
years will pass and we shall have accomplished it, which
is more than any capitalist country could do. (Applause.)
This task will be an integral part of the new five-year plan,
which we are launching this year and-which in many re-
spects will enable us to surpass the prewar level of our na-
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